PLATE LIV
BAALBEK IN SYRIA

1.    RUINS pF ONE OUT OF A GROUP* OF THREE
TEMPLES which formed the great sanctuary of one of the
Baals of northern Syria, called by the Romans Jupiter Helio-
politanus (see the statue of this god, pi. XCI).   All the temples
of this sanctuary were built in the 2nd-~3rd cent. A. D., and
chiefly during the dynasty of the Severi at Rome.   Septimius
Severus,  the founder of the dynasty, was himself of half-
Oriental origin (a native of the Phoenician Leptis Magna in
northern Africa) ; his wife Julia Domna belonged to the high
Semitic aristocracy of Syria.   Heliogabalus, the successor of
Caracalla, was actually a priest of a similar temple near Emesa
in Syria dedicated to the god Elagabal.   The temples of Baal-
bek are built in the Syro-Roman style ;  they are heavy and
overladen with a profusion of ornament.   2nd~3rd cent. A. D.
Baalbek, Syria.

2.   RESTORATION OF THE CELLA OF THE TEMPLE
OF BACCHUS OF BAALBEK.   2nd-3rd cent. A.D.   After
Th. Wiegand.